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The reliability of adult growth observations should be increased significantly in the future when the design of such experiments
incorporates larger sample sizes. In this situation, the growth trends seen within a sample population will also suffer less from those
individuals whose craniofacial features deviate considerably from the observed mean values. Considering its value as a predictive tool,
knowledge of adult craniofacial growth in the coronal plane will be valuable.Â  Behrents, R. A treatise on the continuum of growth in the
aging craniofacial skeleton. Doctoral dissertation, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1984. Behrents, R. Growth in the Aging
Craniofacial Skeleton. Craniofacial Growth Series, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1985A. With its complex three-dimensional construction, the
macroscopic effects of this remodeling are less easily interpreted for the aging craniofacial skeleton. The majority of the early work into
the changes to skull shape with age consisted of cross-sectional approaches. This was achieved, for example, by comparing the
dimensions of large numbers of dry skulls or making other qualitative observations from living subjects by various means, such as a
lateral-head X-ray film measurement.



The reliability of adult growth observations should be increased significantly in the future when the design of such experiments
incorporates larger sample sizes. In this situation, the growth trends seen within a sample population will also suffer less from those
individuals whose craniofacial features deviate considerably from the observed mean values. Considering its value as a predictive tool,
knowledge of adult craniofacial growth in the coronal plane will be valuable.Â  Behrents, R. A treatise on the continuum of growth in the
aging craniofacial skeleton. Doctoral dissertation, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1984. Behrents, R. Growth in the Aging
Craniofacial Skeleton. Craniofacial Growth Series, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1985A.



The aim of this study was to identify the transverse growth pattern of the craniofacial skeleton and dentition from 7 to 15 years of age.
The database for this longitudinal study comprised the postero-anterior (PA) cephalograms and dental casts at 7, 9, 11, 13 and 15 years
of age of 18 untreated Class I subjects with good occlusion from the Belfast Growth Study. Differential magnification of the PA
cephalograms was corrected using the method of similar triangles.Â  For mid-facial, bizygomatic and skeletal maxillo-mandibular widths,
percentile attainments in the range of 84-91 per cent indicated a greater remaining growth potential at 7 years of age than for the cranial
width where growth was almost complete. By the age of 7 years, over 95 per cent of the growth in the intermolar width had occurred.


